Dear Friends and Family,
We have now been back in the country for a little over three weeks
and are getting back into the swing of things. After thanking God
for getting us and all of our luggage across the ocean we began the
fun job of unpacking and getting our house up and running again
after our trek of four and half months across Italy and the United
States. In all the settling back in we must first thank our sweet
teammates who helped so much by going into our home a couple
days early and making our beds, sweeping out all the cobwebs and
dust, opening the windows to air out the house and filling our water
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filter so we could have some drinking water on the evening of our
arrival. Not only did they do this but they also cooked meals for us and watched the kids so we could
have a good amount of time to unpack before the craziness of Mozamibican life and ministry broke
out again.
While in the US we posted two videos on Youtube. If you have a few moments to watch them you can
see what a week is like for us here and what a week is like for one of our good friends who is a Makua:
To watch “A Week in Mozambique” click on the following link- http://youtu.be/8JzQ8MusXsM
To watch “Pinto and Raulina” click on the following link- http://youtu.be/AYmdZIxE1Wk
The wonderful part about furlough is seeing our family again. Both of our families are spread out
across the globe. We all coordinate this trip so that we come to the US at the same time to spend time
together. Martha’s parents are in Swaziland and mine are in Malawi. Martha’s brother and his family
lives in Cambodia while my sister and her family live in Japan. Before furlough there were seven nieces
and nephews that we had yet to see (all born in the last 3 years) and we thoroughly enjoyed holding
them and getting to kiss their sweet faces. Another highlight was
being at Martha’s sister’s wedding and meeting her husband and
three step children. Both Martha’s side and my side of the family
had a week at a timeshare and had a chance to catch up. We are
so thankful for these times.

Now that we have had a few weeks in
our own beds and remembered our
routines (yes, the kids started getting up
at 5 am again, sigh!), we are able to
reflect some on the events of our
furlough and the many, many people we
saw and shared a meal with or even borrowed their guest quarters for a few nights. Even though many
of you commented on the “crazy” schedule that was our furlough, we want you to know that for us it

was a great change of pace and scenery. Being with our
friends from college, high school, home churches, and those
who are new acquaintances or dear mentors allows us to
once again connect with many of you who support us in
prayer and lift us up to our Lord. Even though we bounce
around the States like a butterfly we find ourselves being
energized and encouraged about our work in Mozambique.
As we related the details of our furlough to our teammates
we saw that at each stop we were being filled up and loved
on. Part of ministry here is that we are constantly asked to
give with very little in return so… this makes our stops across
the country very blessed indeed.
The highlights for our trip (besides seeing each of you) was a
weeklong family vacation to New York and Washington, D.C.
This “field trip”, while in part for the kids to see some of the
American icons and buildings associated with our history,
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was also a great privilege for me as I have never been to the
Memorial in DC and the twin
northeast before. On our drive up to the northeast we passed
towers memorial in NY
through Pennsylvania and toured Gettysburg and Harrisburg
and the civil war museums there. We also went through Amish country and rode a carriage and
visited an Amish family’s home. All of this was very fascinating.
When I asked the kids about their summer memories they also mentioned going to Legoland in
the San Diego area. Our boys who are into a Lego building block phase of their lives were
amazed at the huge sculptures made out of Lego blocks and the recreation of many scenes from
Star Wars portrayed throughout the park. It was at this park that our boys experienced their first
“roller coaster” rides, which they mostly enjoyed.
So after the great experiences of being with you and taking a
family vacation we now settle into our next three year term both
energized and thankful.
Some items of prayer that we would like to ask you to lift
before the Father are:
1. That men who could be elders would be raised up and could be
mentored
2. For the visit of Dr. Everett Huffard and Dr. Monte Cox and their
wives this coming year and the assessment of our ministry. (We
hope this visit will make it clear what is lacking in our ministry and
at what point it would be capable of standing on its own)
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3. That God would raise up teachers for our children to start in the
fall of 2014

