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In a race I recall that when I reach the last stretch before the finish line I 
usually find the strength to make one last sprint.  The month of November 
has been a sprint for me as I come to the end of a three year term here.  
Our truck continues to run great, and I have been using it! 
I have made two trips this month to a distant church in the Meluco district.  
It is a 70 mile drive and the road has four bridges that have been com-
pletely washed out.  Since it is the dry season, I have been able to drive into 
the riverbeds to cross.  The drive takes over two hours and passes remote 
areas where monkeys can be seen.  When we finally arrived at the church 
they were encouraged to see us.  A large group of Mus1im missionaries had 
recently visited and promised to build mosques throughout the town, claiming 
that Meluco would be a Mus1im district.  The Christians were discouraged by 
this, so I was glad the Lord had put it on my heart to visit them. 
The new church plant in Mesa has been going great.  Nearly every time I 
have gone to visit there this month someone has wanted to give their life to 
the Lord.  If someone from Mesa goes to the dam to do their laundry, they 
often get to see a baptism and hear the good news of the Kingdom.  Satur-
day we gathered there to baptize seven young men.  I was about to preach a 
lesson when suddenly all the children nearby got up and ran away.  When I 
looked up several cows were coming quickly toward the water where we were 
about to do the baptisms.  Thankfully, they didn’t stick around long and we 
were able to baptize the new believers without further hindrances. 

A monkey on the way to Meluco 
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In other news we have been able to use a tape duplicator donated by a church 
in the States to make lots of copies of the hymnal music.  Now instead of just 
having words in a book, churches will know how to sing the songs.  Meanwhile, 
everyone asks me to play the hymns while riding in my truck.   I also taught a 
four week Bible study on James at the church in Naphela.  Few attended the 
study, but those who did got a lot out of it.  In the midst of all this I am also 
trying to get ready for furlough, wrapping up loose ends around the house. 
One of my weekly highlights is teaching through the Train & Multiply studies 
with the church leaders in Nanhupo and the Nanjua area.  We were saddened 
to lose Carlitos from the group, and another man was expelled from the train-
ing program due to his continual drinking problem.  Despite these losses, the 
eight men that I have regularly been working with have really encouraged me.  

They seem to be committed, faithful men who 
are capable of leading God’s people.  In most 
places in the world when you invest in a 25 year 
old you can be quite certain that he will be a 
strong leader in the church for many years to 
come.  Carlitos’ death has impressed upon me 
how little is in my control.  One day as I was 
visiting Carlitos in the hospital, a young woman 
walked into the room wearing a shirt she had 
bought in the market.  It had found its way 
from someone’s closet in America to Montepuez 
and it said on the back “walk by faith and not 
by sight”.  While the girl most assuredly had no 
idea what the words meant, it was a valuable 
reminder to me that as I  run this race, God will 
help all things to work together for his Kingdom. 
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The church meeting in Meluco 

Donations to this ministry can be 
written to Cordova Community 

Church with the memo 
"Mozambique" and sent to: 

 
Cordova Community Church 

PO Box 4435 
Cordova, TN 38088-4435 

(901) 828-0436 

Near the beginning of the month, Carlitos, one of the young church leaders 
in Marimano began to feel ill.  His stomach was swollen and he asked me to 
take him to the hospital in Montepuez.  He spent over a week there, but they 
were unable to treat him.  He returned to Marimano, but within two days he 
died.  Carlitos was about 25 years old and was in the ninth grade (a high level 
of education here).  He often walked two hours from Marimano to Nanjua 
for various Bible studies.  He was the person who showed the most promise 
and commitment in the church in Marimano. He will be missed. 

♦ The many baptisms in Mesa. 
♦ The endurance of the church in 

Meluco 
♦ The spiritual maturity of the 

eight men who I have been disci-
pling in Nanjua and Nanhupo. 

♦ The men who participated in the 
James study in Naphela 

♦ The widespread use of the 
hymnals in the churches. 

Pra i s e  G od  F o r :  

Africa and Carlitos at his 
baptism in May 
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Hi everyone!  Happy Thanksgiving!  I have been learning a 
lot about Thanksgiving this month.  In pre-school I even got 
to make turkeys out of construction paper, and I learned 
how to talk like a turkey and say “gobble, gobble, gobble, 
gobble.”  We will be celebrating Thanksgiving tomorrow.  In 

the morning all the kids are going to go swimming in the Howell’s inflatable pool, 
splish, splash!  Then we are going to have a special dinner and worship with our 
teammates, I am excited!  I have also been learning about traveling to America.  
This has been especially interesting because on December 2nd we are going to 
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be traveling to America for real.  In pre-school one day we went on a pretend 
trip to America and we got to have passports and luggage tags and even snacks 
on the airplane, it was very fun!  Daddy has been lifting me up with his feet so I 
can pretend like I’m flying in a plane to visit all the people I can think of in 
America, there are lots of family and friends there.  We have also had a lot of 
birthdays this month.  There has been about one birthday party each week!  I 
have had so much fun at all the birthday parties and I have learned how to sing 
the Happy Birthday song very well.  I am even learning when my birthday is: 
February 3rd.  Mommy asked me what I wanted for my birthday cake this year 
and I said I wanted a yellow cake with pretzels on it and three candles.  Three 

candles is important because I am going to be 
three years old!  I have already learned to 
hold up three fingers so I will be all ready 
when my special day arrives.  Another exciting 
thing that happened this month was that the 
rains came.  It has rained now in the afternoon 
for two consecutive days.  It’s been so long 
since we have seen the rain we all like to just 
sit on the porch and watch it together.  
Mommy had to even remind me what thunder 
and lightning was because I don’t think I have 

seen the rain for almost a year.  It is very re-
freshing!  Next month I will write to you from America!  See you then! 

♦ Our upcoming trip to the States. 
♦ The  new church in Mesa to 

continue to grow in their faith 
♦ Amy’s pregnancy to continue well  
♦ The church in Marimano as they 

have lost one of their leaders.  
♦ The church in Meluco to remain 

faithful in a difficult context. 

P l eas e  Pr ay  F or :  

Maggie Takes A Break With A Book 

Team Kids Celebrating a Birthday 


