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 When you’re far from home, it is always pleasant to have the 
company of other Americans.  We have really enjoyed the five interns who 
have been with us this past month.  It has been intriguing to hear fresh 
perspectives on much that is commonplace for us after several years here.  
Other things have been new for all of us.  We enjoyed attending an English 
class at the local high school, and the interns taught sports vocabulary 
using a Frisbee!  We also went to a village church wedding, which was a 
first for me (since all the weddings I had been to have been in town).  This 
is especially exceptional, because most Makua people don’t have official 
wedding ceremonies.  Instead, traditionally, people just talk to family 
members and then decide to start living together.  It was bizarre to see 
how some elements of western weddings have been imported here that 
seem very foreign.  For example, the couple kisses after being declared 
husband and wife (Makua men and women never show physical affection in 
public), and they cut the wedding cake (even though most Makua have 
never eaten cake).  

Harding Interns In The Village 
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the impression that to be any sort of church leader you need to know how to 
read, so it is such a blessing to see that myth countered in the life of the 
church. 

 On Fridays I have started teaching my Mark Bible study in a 
village called Nanhupo, about half way between Montepuez and Nanjua.  I 
will be teaching there for the next four months.  There has been a church 
there since last year, but I have been unable to work with them very much 
until now.  We had a good Bible study there last week and some people par-
ticipated from the Assembly of God as well.  I am teaching using a discus-
sion format, which is something very new for people here.  They seem to be 
enjoying it and learning a lot.  I have been developing and editing the study 
that I did at the church in town, so that when I am done here I can have the 
study printed out and distributed to be used in multiple churches.  Hopefully 
in this way, what I am doing can be multiplied to bless many people. 

 We are also excited to see another new church forming here in 
Montepuez.  Several of the members of the Church of Christ in town were 
walking over an hour across town to worship and decided that they wanted 
to have a church in their neighborhood, called Naphela.  Two of these men 
had participated regularly in my Mark Bible study, and seem to have real 
genuine hearts.  In a very short time they have built a small church building 
near their houses and have started meeting regularly.  There are no other 
churches in Naphela, so the community seems really glad to have a church 
there.  Since Montepuez is a city of about 60,000 people, it makes sense to 
plant churches in the various neighborhoods of the city and we are excited 
to see that happening. 

� The Lord continues to bless our ministry and our family here.  We 
are thankful for all of your prayers and support.�

amywesterholm@hotmail.com www.makuateam.org cawesterholm@hotmail.com  

Our cell phones: 011-258-82-6448670  011-258-82-5661484  Our home phone:  011-258-272-51033�

Maggie gathering corn kernels 

Donations to this ministry can be 
written to Cordova Community 

Church with the memo 
"Mozambique" and sent to: 

 
Cordova Community Church 

PO Box 4435 
Cordova, TN 38088-4435 

(901) 828-0435 

 We are excited to see the church in Nanjua continually taking 
small steps forward.  They have started construction on their church 
building this month and are making significant progress, though only three 
people are doing most of the work.  I have been disappointed that more 
people haven’t helped out with the building, but it has helped to show who 
is really committed to the church.  I am hoping in about a month to do 
some teaching and appoint deacons in the church.  Seeing the three men 
who stepped forward to build the church building has really revealed who 
has a servant heart.  Two of these three men are illiterate, so I think this 
will be a good opportunity to teach the church that the Lord looks at what 
is in the heart more than what is in the head.  I was really excited this 
month when one Sunday one of these illiterate men served the Lord’s 
Supper, and explained the meaning of it to the church.  Many people have 

♦ The growing maturity of the 
church in Nanjua 

♦ The new church plant in Naphela 

♦ The Bible study in Nanhupo 

♦ A good time with our interns 

♦ Amy’s return from South Africa 
and a successful dental visit! 
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♦ Amy’s parents as they travel 
here. 

♦ Good participation and learning 
at the Bible Study in Nanhupo 

♦ Wisdom for the leaders at the 
new church in Naphela 

♦ God to prepare the leadership 
of the church in Nanjua 

♦ Continued progress in language 
learning 
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Maggie Visits The Machamba 


