A Brief History of the Churchesof Christ in Mozambique
The Beginning and Spread of Churches of Christ

In 1959 a Mozambican by the name of Dias Bentaciaglo moved to neighboring Malawi. While in
Malawi, Feliciano became a member of the ChurcClofist and studied for three years. In 1968, kalic
returned to the district of Alto Moloque in the phoce of Zambezia to the village of Mihawa in thauéla
administrative post. Feliciano’s father was a memdfethe Union Baptist church, so Feliciano triedvwork
with the Union Baptists. However, this resultedhidivision within the Union Baptists, with someciting to
join the Church of Christ. The divisions in theuoth led Feliciano being taken to court and put jmtison by
the Portuguese colonial government on three difteogcasions in the districts of Alto Moloque, Geyand
Quelimane. In 1969 Feliciano together with hishéat and some other believers began to worship
independently from the Union Baptists in the vidagf Mihawa.

In 1913 a group of Swiss evangelical missionariesked in the Zambezia province and founded a
mission which eventually became known as the EMaraieSwiss Mission of Christ in Mozambique (Misséo
Evangélica de Cristo em Mogambique). The churcdmesociated with this mission were the Evangelical
Churches of Christ. In 1960 a leader of the chingkhe name of Cornelio burned a child to death @daimed
the power to raise him from the dead. When thisrdit happen the colonial government banned thecbhu
One pastor of this church, Martinho Campos, travdl® Maputo (then Lourenco Marques) to see if the
Evangelical Churches of Christ could merge with thieon Baptists. This was in 1962. Many did n@nivto
join the Union Baptists, so when in 1969 othersrthed Feliciano beginning the Church of Christ thegre
interested in joining with Feliciano. Due to themsarity of names, many left the Evangelical Chuaf Christ
to join the Church of Christ.

In the following years Churches of Christ begaméocestablished around the province of Zambezia. In

1970 Faria Raul began the Church of Christ in dventof Alto Moloque. That same year a Church ofig€h
was planted in the Cuamba district of the NiassawiRce with coordination of Mozambicans and Malavgia
In 1971 Feliciano began a church in the town ofu@uand Cruz Nicola began a church in the Mocubtich.
In 1974 a Church of Christ was begun in the Mopksdrict of the Zambezia province. That year Armlue
Vasco was sent to Mutarara by Churches of Chrisatawi to evangelize the Tete province. This eeism
was also facilitated by Feliciano naming 30 metédeaders in the churches in various parts oZtmbezia
Province. (As of this writing, only about a thinfithose are still alive.)

At the end of 1979 Feliciano asked each of thesgytleaders to choose and send men to study the
Bible with him in Nauela. Abilio Morais Natoto af@guimwaha also helped to teach in this school.s Shhool
ran from 1980 until 1982 where 26 men studied. Tagority of these are still alive today and soratmue
to be influential leaders in the church. Otheraralmned the church or ended their studies premwgaturiene
objective of this training was to send out workierslistant areas to establish churches.

Manuel Eduardo Martins was sent to the city of Neda Nampula to establish a church in 1981.
Sozinho Nacuario Cotomola was sent to Maputo, st glan never materialized. The other evangelidgte
were trained stayed in the Zambezia province, gtheming the existing churches and evangelizingeaw
villages.

In 1982 Feliciano went to Malawi to receive meditahtment. In light of the civil war in Mozambigu
he decided to stay in Malawi until 1992. Duringstken year absence, the men who had been appdigted
Feliciano as leaders in the 1970’s continued td tba churches to grow. In 1987 Inacio Chomequgaibéhe
first Church of Christ in the city of Nampula. ing this time Sozinho Nacuaria was in Gurue. ldgdn a
Bible School in 1990 and trained four people frdva Gurue district: Albino Vanhiua, Germindo JaiBasilio
Tomas, and Manuel Nipuessa.

In 1992 Feliciano returned to Mozambique, followihg end of the civil war. He began teaching the
Bible again and trained 7 men from Gurue and 8everal of the students from these two schools sené to
other districts in 1993, namely, Albino Vanhuialioma (Gurue), Basilio Mario to Muluvala (lle), Geindo
Jaime to Alto Molocue, Rosario dos Santos TomaSuamba (Niassa Province). These students wereasant
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church conference where over 1,500 people hadcpgmated in Alto Molocue, including Manuel De Olivai
from Portugal and Solomone Nchere from Malawi.

In 1994 Feliciano planted a church in the city @ir@, and in 1995 established a church in the tofvn
Chimoio. These are probably the first Churche€lofist established outside of the north of Mozambiq In
1995 a Zimbabwean, Bernardo Kanchia was sent tdvidweica province to establish a church. In the lat
1990’s students who studied at the Bible schodllathava, Maputo began the first Church of Chrighm far
south of the country.

In the mid 1980’s a church was established in thikidlo village of Namuno, Cabo Delgado. This was
the first Church of Christ in Cabo Delgado. In Mower of 1999, Germindo Jaime moved from Alto Makkc
Zambezia to Montepuez, Cabo Delgado and begaratd plultiple churches throughout the province 2000
a church was planted in the city of Pemba by Artdtulaisse. In 2001, other churches were estalishthe
Balama and Chiure districts of Cabo Delgado. 1820 Church of Christ was established in the gdlaf
Nanjua in the district of Ancuabe. In 2008 a chunas founded in the district center of Meluco.

More recently, the Churches of Christ have beekitmpinto means of supporting national evangelists
to plant churches in new parts of the country.uAd has been formed so that a preacher trainingpsclan be
started in Mocuba, Zambezia and evangelists senioaunreached parts of the country. Many churdiese
been participating in the contribution and ovel08D, (USD) have been contributed by Mozambicans.
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Foreign Missionaries

The first foreign missionary to Mozambique fronme t€hurches of Christ was Carlos Esteves from
Portugal. Carlos worked closely with Feliciano d@hey were even imprisoned together for about sbxtims.
Loy Mitchell, a missionary to Zimbabwe, made visitéo Mozambique in the mid 1970’s visiting Carlos
Esteves and the churches he was working with. rA&rlos Esteves was released from prison he redurm
Portugal and then moved to Brazil. Due to war egligious persecution no missionaries entereccthetry
until the end of the war in the early 1990’s.

In 1987 Jacob Michael visited the city of Nacatal apoke with church leader Manuel Martins, who
reported the existence of 387 churches. ManueDDeira visited Mozambique in the early 1990’'s asav
the great needs of the churches in the Zambeziinme As a result he moved to Swaziland and began
teaching Mozambicans, who came to study at theeB8ahool in Manzini. A survey trip was also cortédc
by a mission team from Abilene Christian Univerdigaded by Richard Chowning in this time periodonél
that participated in the survey returned to worlMiazambique, however their survey reports wereritisted
widely which helped to inform churches of the nossheeds of Mozambique.

In 1992 several missionaries from the Christiami€hes/Churches of Christ came to Mozambique and
began an organization known as Good News For AfsicBoa Nova Para Africa. The three original faesil
were the Michaels, the Byrds, and the Rays. Theyed to Machava near the capital city of Maputd luilt
a Bible School which began to train Mozambican @edists in 1995. In the following years a numbér o
missionaries came to live and work in Machava, nmasably, the DeOliveiras and the Hulseys, who liesth
in the country for many years. In 2001 Cecil Byvds shot and killed when thieves broke into hisseou
Others who worked with Good News For Africa incluttee Hawkes, the Brooks (1996-2000), Juanita Mille
and the Becks. The original goal of Good News Africa was to work with all Independent Churchesl an
train existing leadership. At the time of the ffisissionaries’ arrival, the Churches of Christ evepnsidered
by the government as part of this group of Indepen@€hurches.

In 1998, Jacob and Nila Michael moved to Nampulgéhm northern part of the country and began to
visit rural churches by teaching seminars. Niledmee sick with cancer and died in 1999. Jacob méedaand
returned to work in Nampula until 2008 when he mibt@ Chimoio. The Gardners (2001) and Beens (2005)
also moved to Nampula and began working in the @itilampula. From 2000 to 2002 a Bible School was
held in Nampula and about 50 students were traimecharily by Jacob Michael and Shawn Gardner2003
a team from Harding University, including the Caédls, Holtons, Howells, Rolands, Smiths, and
Westerholms, moved to the north where they begavot& with the Makua Metto (Montepuez, Cabo Delgado
and the Yao people (Lichinga, Niassa).

This is an incomplete listing of missionaries wlavé served in Mozambique. Many others have served
for shorter periods of time. Several others desargation as well. During the wartime, Brazilianssionaries
worked with Mozambican refugees in Malawi. Daledda has made multiple extended trips to Northern
Mozambique on a yearly basis. A Brazilian Christiahurch missionary named Klebbur began to work in
Nampula and founded a church known as the ChurclChoist in Mozambique (Ilgreja de Cristo em
Mocambique). Originally Klebbur hoped to work witie Churches of Christ, but due to doctrinal défeces
this did not happen. Also a missionary with the€¢aup” movement began working with Churches ofis€hr
(especially those associated with Feliciano) aft@mny years of work in Malawi. Other missionariesni
Malawi have traveled into Mozambique to visit exigt Churches of Christ and have given training tangn
Mozambicans in schools.
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Divisions

Unfortunately, a history of the Churches of ChiistMozambique would be incomplete without a
treatment of divisions that have taken place. Mduiision has centered on the founder of the Chesabf
Christ in Mozambique, D. B. Feliciano. Felicianadhleft the country for about ten years duringwae. In
1993 when Feliciano returned he began to teachcthathes were to baptize in the name of Jesusrathgr
than in the name of the Father, Son, and the HplyitS He insisted that all those who were not tivagal
“properly” were to be rebaptized, and he insisteat the new leaders who were appointed during lhéerace
step down. Many objected, notably Manuel MongestaGurue. In 1995 a meeting was held with
Mozambican church leaders, Manuel De Oliveira, ahdrch leaders from Malawi to try to resolve these
problems. For the most part no long term soluta@s found. Later these divisions developed angelsed
through a controversy over taking communion witke eop or multiple cups.

These divisions have spilled over into the offiai@gistration of churches. Since churches must be
registered with the government several differegisteations have been made with the governmentaipus
church leaders. D. B. Feliciano registered chuisasethe “Church of Christ of the New Testamergfdja de
Cristo do Novo Testamento). Manuel Mongessa madgiatration of “Churches of Christ Northern Brahc
(Igreja de Cristo do Ramo Norte) and Germindo Jamtiated a registration of “Universal ChurchesGiirist”
(Igreja de Cristo Universal). Klebbur founded ti@&hurch of Christ in Mozambique” (Igreja de Criston
Mocambique) which uses instruments in worship ancharismatic. Although these various names aitéewr
on government documents, practically all groupstheename “Church of Christ”. Another group exigtewn
as the “Evangelical Church of Christ” (Igreja Evahga de Cristo), but this denomination has noafites to
the Restoration Movement.

Some church leaders (including Feliciano) objedtead¢hurches working in collaboration with Jacob
Michael since he was from the Christian Churchesf€lies of Christ. Others accepted Jacob’s minestiy
the training that was being offered at the Bibldv@xd in Maputo. Many Churches of Christ objectthe
ministry of Good News For Africa because it incladuaissionaries with the Christian Churches/Churaifes
Christ. Sometimes these churches have more tidblte Schools in Malawi or Zimbabwe.
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Conclusion

In 40 years, the work of the Churches of Chridfimeambique has been impressive. In June 2008 Dias
Bento Feliciano died in Gurue, Zambezia. In His fime he saw from a small beginning in the Gutligtrict,
churches planted throughout multiple provinces,eesly Zambezia, Tete, and Nampula. While church
statistics are difficult to verify, some churchdeas claim up to 2,700 churches in existence. WarkCabo
Delgado, Niassa, Beira, Maputo, and Manica contittuelevelop. Plans are being developed to mobilize
locally funded evangelism. Division threatens israpt the work, but there is a sense of unity fravails
among the brotherhood. Leaders, ethnic differgreved doctrinal differences work to divide, butratognize
themselves as “members of the Church of Christ’'nareas still require much work and evangelisnie T
provinces of Inhambane, Gaza, and Maputo have fewanfy) Churches of Christ. The Shangaan, Yao,
Makondes, and Mwanis are just some of the ethroapms that have few (if any) members of the Churich o
Christ. The Makuas make up a large percentagédefcountry’s population, but there lacks a sigaific
witness among them. Like any country in the watthé, Churches of Christ in Mozambique have botbnsfihs
and weaknesses. They seek to be used by Godheiftine advancement of his Kingdom as his servants

Written by: Chad Westerholm 2008

(Much of this report is due to information gainedr the short history written by Germindo Jaime &odinho
Nacuaria.) Other sources included Among the Peaiplee Surby Donna Mitchell and email correspondence
with Jacob Michael. For more information seeww.goodnewsforafrica.org www.makuateam.org
www.yaomission.organdwww.gardenersforGod.org




